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Consultation  
Did you take part in any consultation exercise preceding the Bill and, if 
so, did you comment on the financial assumptions made?  
1. No  
 
If applicable, do you believe your comments on the financial 
assumptions have been accurately reflected in the FM? 
2. N/A 

  
Did you have sufficient time to contribute to the consultation exercise?  
3. N/A 
 
Costs  
 
If the Bill has any financial implications for your organisation, do you 
believe that they have been accurately reflected in the FM? If not, please 
provide details. 
4. Stages 1, 2 and 3 are carried out by medical practitioners and are 
therefore the responsibility of the NHS. It would be for Aberdeenshire 
Licensing Board to consider whether to take on the role of licencing facilitators 
(people who support someone in the act of suicide). This would require 
careful consideration given that it is likely that some of the individuals who 
seek assisted suicide would be receiving services from the local authority.   

 
Do you consider that the estimated costs and savings set out in the FM 
are reasonable and accurate? 
5. Yes. For Aberdeenshire, based on the estimates in the memorandum 
and assuming an even geographical distribution of individuals eligible to 
request assisted suicide, the numbers of people seeking assisted suicide 
would be in the region of five per year.  
It is at least possible that full implementation of self-directed support might 
improve the quality of life for some disabled people to the extent that they 
might not decide to end their life.  

 
If applicable, are you content that your organisation can meet any 
financial costs that it might incur as a result of the Bill? If not, how do 
you think these costs should be met?  
6. It does not appear that there would be significant costs to local 
authorities. We would require to issue guidance to employees who may 
provide a service to someone seeking assisted suicide, and to offer support at 
this time. However, we might well not know if a request has in fact been 
made.  

 



 

Does the FM accurately reflect the margins of uncertainty associated 
with the Bill’s estimated costs and with the timescales over which they 
would be expected to arise?  
7. Given the cultural taboo on discussing death and dying, it is likely to be 
at least a generation before assisted suicide becomes an option. 

 
Wider Issues  
 
Do you believe that the FM reasonably captures any costs associated 
with the Bill? If not, which other costs might be incurred and by whom?  
8. There may not be public support for meeting the costs for individuals, 
such as the cost associated with a facilitator, from public funds. 

 
Do you believe that there may be future costs associated with the Bill, 
for example through subordinate legislation? If so, is it possible to 
quantify these costs? 
9. Not possible to say at this stage 


